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You have two tasks for the summer of 2016. 
 

1 – Obtain Theory of Knowledge for the IB Diploma by Richard van de Lagemaat (ISBN 978-1107612112) 
 

2 – Read and study Blink by Malcolm Gladwell (978-0316010665) 
 
 
Theory of Knowledge for the IB Diploma by Richard Lagemaat 
 

This book will be the central text for the course. Although many other materials and texts will be used, you 
need to have your own copy of this specific book. Feel free to peruse the entire text. The more you try to 
understand the material, the easier the course will be for you. 
 
Task 
Read and study the first chapter, “The Problem of Knowledge.” It is not very long, but this introduction brings 
up important issues by which to start the course. There will be a brief assessment on this chapter within the 
first two weeks of the new school year. 
 
Blink by Malcolm Gladwell 
 

Blink is an investigation into the ways by which humans interpret their environments and make decisions. 
Approximately half of the book deals with the concept of “thin-slicing”; when we “thin-slice,” we make 
extremely quick judgments based on very small samples of information and perception. Gladwell shows that 
we often make some of our best decisions when making “thin-slice” decisions. 
 
The rest of the book shows how “thin-slicing” can be a bad thing. By overriding our reason and ability to 
perceive, we sometimes make visceral judgments that, as Gladwell reveals very well, can lead to terrible 
consequences. 
 
 Student: Wait, Gladwell shows that “thin-slicing” is both good and bad? Is it possible? What is the answer? 
 Teacher: Yes, both. There is no answer. Get used to it. 
 

Remember that, in TOK, we do not look for answers: We try to explain how we know. 
 
Task 
Read and study Blink. There will be a test on it within the first two weeks of school. Feel free to annotate and 
mark up your book as much as you wish. It is your educational text, so abuse it with impunity. 
 
Nota Bene 
Theory of Knowledge may be one of the most interesting and eye-opening courses you take. Ever. It is not 
intended to be difficult, but it is not easy. You will need to complete tasks that require thought, attention, and 
work. Yes, there will be homework. Yes, there will be assessments. These will be as easy or difficult as you 
make them by your attitude and diligence.  
 
You also will need to participate in TOK class sessions as much as possible. You are unique as a thinker and 
will develop (as a thinker) differently from your peers. Passively listening and taking notes is not sufficient to 
develop further. You must interact with the concepts and materials. Most of us like to listen and watch, and 
for the initial part of the course that is acceptable, but the sooner you begin to question, challenge, and 
interact with the course, the sooner you will find success in TOK. 
 
Questions? 
 
Contact Mr. Spiegel 
TOK Coordinator 
spiegelismyfavoriteteacher@gmail.com 
 



 


