
  
Grade 12 Summer Assignment 2016

Theory of Knowledge 
 
You have two tasks for the summer of 2016: 
 
1 – Read and study The Language Instinct by Steven Pinker (978-0061336461) 
 

2 – Compose a 250-word response addressing an ethical/moral issue. 
 
In the first year of TOK, you developed understanding of the essential concept of paradigms or multiple perspectives of the 
same idea or issue. 
 
You investigated mathematics, the natural sciences, the human sciences, the arts, and history as Areas of Knowledge. 
 
Ways of Knowing studied in the first year were: 
 

 Sense Perception Intuition Imagination Reason 
 Memory Faith Emotion 
 

Believe it or not, there is yet more to the course! 
 
 There is one remaining WOK for study: Language. There is one remaining AOK: Ethics. 
 
In the second year of TOK, you will need to improve your understanding and application of WOKs. You will need to use 
AOKs accurately and effectively to address knowledge questions. 
 
In addition, you need to develop further understanding of the concepts of shared and personal knowledge. These are two 
broad concepts which apply to nearly everything studied in TOK. 
 
You will need to sharpen your skills at forming and investigating knowledge questions as well as addressing knowledge claims 
with clarity and precision. Use of knowledge questions and knowledge claims are essential to success on your TOK Essay. 
 
The summer assignment will help you get started on skills that will be important for success in your second year of the course. 
 

The Language Instinct by Steven Pinker 
 

Your remaining WOK, language, is the one of the most commonly-used ways of knowing; it also is possibly the most difficult to 
understand well. The Language Instinct is an easily-accessed, readable investigation into the nature of language. Pinker suggests 
that language is not something created, but rather something that is inherent to humans. Some of Pinker’s ideas could (and 
should) be challenged. This is a good thing. The book will engage you with ideas about language and will serve as an 
introduction to concepts that are central to knowing through language.  
 
Task 
Read and study The Language Instinct. There will be an assessment on it in the first few weeks of school. 
 

Ethics 
 

Moral knowledge: What is it? We understand that right and wrong can be relative, but how and when do we form judgments 
on what is right or wrong? We do it every day, from going to school to deciding what to do in the lunch room. What systems 
of knowledge do we use to determine morality or simple right and wrong actions? 
 
Task 
You will identify one ethical (moral) issue in the real world and compose a brief investigation of it. The issue may 
come from your own life, from something you know indirectly, or from a larger (national, worldwide) perspective. 
 
You will do three things in this investigation: 
 

1 – Identify and explain at least three ethical/moral problems with the issue 
2 – You will identify and explain at least one thing that is known for each ethical/moral problem. 
3 – You will identify and explain at least one thing that is not known about each ethical/moral problem. 
 
You will submit a printed (not emailed nor shared) word-processed document in MLA format at the beginning of 
the first TOK class in the 2016-17 school year. No printed assignment? No credit. Period. 
 

Remember that, in TOK, we do not look for answers: We try to explain how we know. 
 
 
Questions? Contact Mr. Spiegel. 
spiegelismyfavoriteteacher@gmail.com 


